OFFICEOF THE UNITED STATES TRADE REPRESENTATIVE
EXECUTIVE OFFICE OF THE PRESIDENT
WASHINGTON, D.C.
20508

USTR PRESS RELEASES ARE AVAILABLE ON THE USTR WEB SITE AT WWW.USTR.GOV.

00 -40
FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE CONTACT: BRENDAN DALY
MAY 24, 2000 AMY STILWELL
Tobb GLASS

(202) 395-3230

USTR Barshefsky Praises House Passage of PNTR for China

United States Trade Representative Charlene Barshefsky today issued the following statement
regarding the 237-197 vote by the House of Representatives to approve Permanent Normal Trade
Relations for China:

“This has been a vigorous debate, but in the end, the House voted to advance the economic
interests of the United States and to seize the best opportunity in 20 years to help promote reform
in Chinaand better ensure stability in Asia. American workers, businesses and farmers are now
one step closer to taking full advantage of the benefits of this historic agreement with China.

“Trade votes remain difficult, but this vote demonstrates that if there is a strong economic
agreement and broader national interests at stake, it is possible -- even on an issue as contentious
as China -- to secure support for trade in the Congress.

“The President’ s persona involvement and commitment to this trade bill was crucia to today’s
vote, as was the leadership of Commerce Secretary Bill Daley, aong with White House aides
Steve Ricchetti and Chuck Brain and the entire Administration. We have consulted closely with
the Senate in recent months, and tomorrow morning we will turn our full attention there.”
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